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Council of the Trades Union Congress, it is true,
requested all Trade and Labour Councils to support
the Actors* Association in its campaign for unionising
all places of amusement and drew attention to the fact
that the Association aimed at the exclusion from employ-
ment of all actors and actresses who were not Association
members. This was the kind of coercion which c set my
jaw.' Without regard for the consequences I deter-
mined to fight. Besides, there was more behind the
avowed aim of the Association than publicly appeared.
The enormous power of the stage as a means for
c propaganda' has not been overlooked by the Extremist,
much as it has been by the complacent Tory. The
U.S.S.R. had shown to what uses the stage and the
screen can be put in diffusing political ideas, and had
been quick to utilise both. Even our own first Labour
Government had given the people an undertaking to
subsidise the Theatre. Why ? The Morning Post in an
editorial on this aspect of the matter, wrote: (September
12th, 1924) " We know what the Soviets have done for
the Russian stage by transforming it into a propaganda
agency for the spread of Communistic doctrine. The
coercion begun at Barrow may some day develop into
a rigid censorship exercised ruthlessly over the London
stage." In other words this Association, if successful
in coercing all members of our profession to belong to
their body, would then be of sufficient strength to
warrant their taking the next step by dictating to man-
agers what plays they should produce, and so complete
the strangulation of all dramatic art.
Throughout the country Trade Unions with which
the Association had affiliated itself issued orders to their
members to boycott my performances, but with gay
hearts and snuffing a very pretty fight we started on an
Autumn Tour. The fact that about half the members
of my own Company belonged to the Association lent
a 'bite' to the conflict. On the whole, they behaved
admirably in a peculiarly difficult position. When the
persecution to which I was submitted passed the